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OECD Health Care Quality Indicators Project 
 Under the umbrella of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation 

and Development (OECD), the ‘Health Care Quality Indicators’ 
(HCQI) Project was initiated in 2001

 The general objective was to help Member States (MS) identify 
priority areas for quality improvement to provide achievable 
standards by examining results among best performing countries

 In 2006, the OECD released a common conceptual framework 
for health system performance. Nested “quality matrix” with 
vertical dimensions of ‘effectiveness’, ‘patient safety’ and 
‘responsiveness/patient-centeredness', horizontally subdivided 
according to levels of health care needs over the life cycle: 
‘staying healthy’ for healthy subjects, ‘getting better’ for people 
affected by a disease, ‘living with illness or disability’ for those with 
a chronic condition and ‘coping with end of life’ for terminal 
patients.
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Caring for quality in health, OECD 2017
https://www.oecd.org/els/health-systems/Caring-for-Quality-in-Health-Final-report.pdf
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Guidelines for Lower Amputations in Diabetes, OECD 2013
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Room Material, HCQI 2014
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Guidelines for Lower Amputations in Diabetes, OECD 2015
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OECD Health Care Quality Indicators 2015

Results of Lower Extremity Amputation Rates in Diabetes
Standardized Rates by Country (Age≥15yrs), Year 2013 or last year available
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OECD Health Care Quality Indicators 2015

Results of Lower Extremity Amputation Rates in Diabetes
Standardized Rates by Country (Age≥15yrs), Year 2013 or last year available
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Lower extremity amputations in diabetes: results of Multivariate 
Modelling (Generalized Estimating Equations), OECD 2000-2013



Fabrizio Carinci 11

Lower extremity amputations in diabetes, 2015
Source: OECD Health at a Glance 2017
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OECD HCQI Project on Hospital Performance Benchmarking
(http://www.oecd.org/health/health-systems/health-meetings-presentations.htm)

http://www.oecd.org/health/health-systems/health-meetings-presentations.htm
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OECD HCQI Project on Hospital Performance Benchmarking
(http://www.oecd.org/health/health-systems/health-meetings-presentations.htm)
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OECD HCQI Project on Hospital Performance Benchmarking
(http://www.oecd.org/health/health-systems/health-meetings-presentations.htm)
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OECD HCQI Project on Hospital Performance Benchmarking
(http://www.oecd.org/health/health-systems/health-meetings-presentations.htm)
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Progress report on Hospital Performance 
Reporting, OECD 2017
“The OECD has benefitted enormously from the ground breaking 

work of existing international programs such as EuroHOPE, 
ECHO and EUBIROD, both in terms of methodological 
development and data collection processes. While the 
OECD approach has drawn extensively from the technical 
specifications utilised in these program, some variations 
remain. By comparing and contrasting these approaches, work 
is progressing collaboratively to bring about greater 
harmonisation”



Fabrizio Carinci 17

Thirty-day mortality after admission to hospital for AMI based on patient 
data, 2013-2015 (or nearest years)
OECD Health at a Glance, 2017
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Thirty-day mortality after admission to hospital for AMI based on 
patient data, 2013-2015 (or nearest years), OECD Health at a 
Glance, 2017
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New EU Project, 2018-2021

“Training Health Care Performance Intelligence Professionals to 
Translate Population Health and Systems Performance Data 
into Actionable Knowledge” (HEALTHPROS)

Marie Curie, Innovative Training Network 

Consortium
University of Amsterdam
Allborg University
Optimedis
University of Surrey
Scuola Sant’Anna
Corvinus University

Partners
…
University of Dundee
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HealthPros: Rotating PhD Students 

HealthPros will evaluate the IT and statistical needs in an integrated manner, setting the standardized 
terms of reference for database design, definitions, validation and transformation of data elements 
required for building quality of care and outcome indicators, as well as structuring robust statistical 
models for performance evaluation. The scheme will be evaluated across different national frameworks 
in Scotland, Denmark and across members of the EUBIROD network

ESR11 Project Title: The impact of automated international comparisons using routine large scale 
databases to improve diabetes care

Objectives: To implement and assess the impact of using an automated system of international 
comparisons in routine practice. The study will investigate the effect of targeted interventions 
(including smoking cessation, glycaemic control, and vascular risk management, foot care, vascular 
surgery) and different organizational arrangements (improved adherence, reduction of vascular risk, 
frequency of visits, integration of primary/specialist care, minor amputations, continuity of care, etc). 
Lower extremity complications (eg peripheral arterial disease, major amputations) will be used as a 
primary endpoint. Application area(s): Reaching better outcomes. Expected Results: Defining new 
international standards to automate systems performance benchmarking in diabetes. Planned 
secondments: Hosted at SURREY. Secondment UNIDUND (≥6 months) to work on the nationwide 
Scottish database (SCI-FI). Work visit to RCGP (≤3 weeks) to collect views on performance feedback 
directly from individual consultants; and work visits to other centres of the EUBIROD network (max. 6 
weeks) to test the application of the approach in different European contexts.
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